


Media & Learning is social!

	  join Media & Learning Group

	  follow @medialearning - tweet #mlconf12

	  subscribe to the Media & Learning Conference Channel

The Pigeon SMS service can be used to contact other participants without revealing your 
own mobile number and to send questions or comments to the chairpeople in sessions 

taking place in the Hadewych Auditorium. Together with this printed programme, you 
have received the participants list that contains the Pigeon codes of subscribed 

participants and an instruction sheet on how to use the service. 

If you do not have a Pigeon code yet and would like to make use of 
this service, text “SUBSCRIBE surname, first name, organisation” to 

+ 32 473 120 800 or contact our staff at the information desk. 
Updated lists will be made available during the course of 

the conference. 

Social Networks

Pigeon SMS service
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It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the 2012 Media & Learning Conference taking place in our 
ministry. This is the third consecutive year that we organise this event which brings together practitioners 
and policy makers from all over Europe and beyond to discuss the role of media as an agent of change in 
education and training. 

Media provides the educational community with not only innovative tools with which the learning process 
can be made more stimulating and engaging but also makes available a valuable bridge between what 
happens in the learning context and the rest of our daily lives. Students of every age and background are 
connecting, communicating and collaborating, and educational environments need to find ways to work 
with the tools and expectations of these students if they are to provide meaningful learning opportunities. 
It is clear that introducing media-based tools and applications can bring about significant change not only 
to how teaching and learning is organised, but also at a more fundamental level – making it possible to 
introduce far more creative, meaningful and engaging paradigms of learning. 

This year’s conference has three main themes: mapping future trends and developments in media-
enhanced learning in all sectors; boosting skills and competences in media production and use and re-use 
of media-enhanced content; and tracking the importance of media literacy and wisdom as fundamental 
building blocks in the creation of innovative, inclusive and future-proof education and training.

The conference agenda is built around three main activities by which we hope to engage you. The first is to 
show, demonstrate and illustrate what is possible when using different types of media in different learning 
contexts. This includes screenings of best practices, demonstrations of great tools and applications and the 
sharing of experiences gained by practitioners in the field. In this way we hope to ignite your imagination 
by showing what is possible, even in these days of tightened budgets. The second is to facilitate dialogue, 
discussion and debate on many of the themes and topics which engage both policy-makers and 
practitioners in this field. How do we measure media literacy? Can learning be really advanced with a game? 
What is the role of transmedia in a learning context? Our intention is not to come up with a set of right 
answers but rather to engage in a dialogue which can extend our understanding of some of the complex 
issues we face. The third underlying activity is to support networking, to extend the growing media and 
learning community as a way to enable new partnerships, new alliances and new collaborations. 

The MEDEA Awards Ceremony takes place during the conference on Wednesday evening – you are warmly 
welcome to take part in this event where the overall winners of this year’s competition will be announced. 
This year there was a record number of entries, more than 200 from 32 countries so the standard is high and 
you will have a chance to express your own preference during the ceremony by voting for your favourite. 

I hope that you enjoy your participation in Media & Learning 2012, that you find the contents stimulating 
and that you have an opportunity to meet new people and extend your professional network. I also hope 
you have the opportunity to visit Brussels and have a taste of what Europe’s capital city has to offer. 

Pascal Smet 
Flemish Minister for Education, Youth, Equal Opportunities and Brussels 
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Registration Desk Opening Hours
The conference registration desk will be open on Wednesday 14 November from 08:30 to 19:00 
and on Thursday 15 November from 08:30 to 17:00. From Wednesday afternoon, registration will 
take place at the Information Desk.

Cloakroom and Information Desk
The Cloakroom and Information desk will be open on Wednesday from 08:30 until after the 
MEDEA Awards Ceremony and on Thursday from 08:30 until after the Closing Plenary. You can 
leave your coats and other belongings for free at this manned desk. However in the interests 
of safety, please do not leave computers, mobile phones or any other valuables here as neither 
the Flemish Ministry of Education nor the conference organisers are responsible for any loss or 
damage to items held in the cloakroom.

Access to Sessions during the Conference
Participants are welcome to take part in any session of their choosing. However, the number 
of people who can join the sessions taking place in G2 Cailliau Room, G3 Otlet Room and G42 
Plateau Room is limited due to the size of the rooms so if you are particularly interested in 
taking part in sessions that are held in these rooms, you are advised to get to the room early to 
make sure of a place.

Access to the Wifi Network
When you collect your conference badge, you will receive the password needed to access the 
local wifi network in the Flemish Ministry of Education. Due to the nature of the conference 
location and the demands of the conference, there may be fluctuations in the level of wifi 
service available.

Lunches and Coffees
All those who are registered to attend the Media & Learning Conference are entitled to lunches 
on both days which will be served in the cafeteria. Coffee will be available all day in the 
cafeteria. Please wear your badge prominently to ensure you are admitted to the cafeteria. 

MEDEA Awards Ceremony
All those registered for the Media & Learning Conference are invited to the MEDEA Awards 
Ceremony which takes place at 18:45 on Wednesday 14 November in the Hadewych 
Auditorium. This ceremony will be followed by a reception in the Cafeteria. 

Play Area
During the coffee breaks and lunches, you are welcome to visit the dedicated Play Area in 
the Cafeteria where you can try out and use different devices and applications in an informal 
manner. This Play Area is managed by conference staff. 

Non-Smoking Policy
Please note that smoking is prohibited throughout the premises of the Flemish Ministry of 
Education.

Important Information for Conference Participants
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During the Media & Learning Conference there will be stands in the lobby area managed by organisations active in the 
media and learning sector. 

Wednesday Thursday

•	 European Schoolnet: a network of 30 Ministries of 
Education demonstrating how ICT can support change in 
teaching and learning. 

Stand 
1

•	 iMinds: is an independent research institute that 
stimulates ICT innovation in Flanders.

•	 EFQUEL: today’s largest network on quality in e-Learning 
in Europe. 

•	 KlasCement and Jonatan Academy: sharing 
educational videos made by teachers and students, 
mainly in Flanders.

Stand 
2

•	 Epprobate: first international quality label for e-learning 
courseware 

•	 Media 4 Learning: South African project for education 
using media to access and reach rural and remote school 
learners and teachers in KwaZulu Natal.

Lifelong Learning Programme - information about projects funded under the Lifelong Learning Programme of the 
European Commission will be available, including:

•	 MEDEA2020: supporting the creation of an active 
community of interest in the use of media enhanced 
learning.

•	 MEDEAnet: promoting media-based learning to 
organisations and practitioners with local training and 
networking events & online resources.

Stand 
3

•	 MEDEA2020: supporting the creation of an active 
community of interest in the use of media enhanced 
learning.

•	 MEDEAnet: promoting media-based learning to 
organisations and practitioners with local training and 
networking events & online resources.

•	 SignMedia: Innovative Learning for Deaf Media 
Professionals: providing a resource to teach elements 
of industry-specific English through sign language video 
and interactive tasks.

•	 VIPI: supporting people with disabilities in enhancing 
their basic ICT skills to improve their position on the 
regular labour market.

•	 e-Mentoring: New Skills and Competencies for 
New Jobs: collecting good practice experiences and 
transferring best solutions into a common e-Mentoring 
model.

Stand 
4

•	 Stimulating Entrepreneurship through Serious 
Games (eSG): developing and assessing experimental 
pedagogical plans for Higher Education based on Serious 
Games.

•	 MAGICAL - MAking Games In CollaborAtion for 
Learning: exploring collaborative production of 
computer games and its impact on learning.

•	 eScouts – Intergenerational Learning Circle for 
Community Service: aimed at developing an innovative 
intergenerational learning exchange between elderly and 
youth volunteers.

•	 Teaching to Teach with Technology (T3): developing 
and validating an innovative teaching program to 
promote the use of advanced learning technology by 
teachers and trainers.

•	 Nano-Tech Science Education (NTSE): using ICTs as 
a tool to make the learning of science subjects more 
attractive and accessible.

Stand 
5

•	 Europa2111: social documentary as a pedagogical tool.

•	 EMEDUS: contributing to the development of national 
educational policies to fit into a supportive European 
legal framework.

•	 VISCED: inventorying and studying innovative ICT-
enhanced learning initiatives and fully virtual schools and 
colleges.

Lobby Stands




