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deepens the ability to critically analyze the 
relationships between knowledge and power 

in society.

expands the notion of reading and writing to 
include images, sounds, advertising, social 

media, popular culture, as well as print. 

Critical Media Literacy is
a new understanding of literacy that …



The goal of critical media literacy is to engage with media through 
critically examining representations, systems, structures, ideologies, and 
power dynamics that shape and reproduce culture and society. It is an 
inquiry-based process for analyzing and creating media by interrogating 
the relationships between power and knowledge. Critical media literacy is 
a dialogical process for social and environmental justice that incorporates 
Paulo Freire's (1970) notion of praxis, "reflection and action upon the 
world in order to transform it" (p. 36). This pedagogical project questions 
representations of class, gender, race, sexuality and other forms of 
identity and challenges media messages that reproduce oppression and 
discrimination. It celebrates positive representations and beneficial 
aspects of media while challenging problems and negative 
consequences, recognizing media are never neutral. Critical media 
literacy is a transformative pedagogy for developing and empowering 
critical, caring, nurturing, and conscientious people.
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Knowledge / Awareness (what)
� of systems, structures, and ideologies that reproduce 

hierarchies of power and knowledge concerning race, gender, 
class, sexuality and other forms of identity and environmental 
justice, and general understandings about how media and 
communication function.

Skills / Abilities (how)
� to think critically, to critically question media representations 

and biases, to deconstruct and reconstruct media texts, and 
the ability to use a variety of media to access, analyze, 
evaluate, and create.

Disposition / Attitude (why)
� for curiosity, inquisitiveness, skepticism, critical engagement 

with the world, empowerment to take action to challenge and 
transform society to be more socially and environmentally just.
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Critical Media Literacy Framework
Conceptual Understandings Questions

1. Social Constructivism
All information is co-constructed by individuals and/or 
groups of people who make choices within social 
contexts. 

WHO are all the possible people who made choices that 
helped create this text? 

2. Languages / Semiotics
Each medium has its own language with specific 
grammar and semantics. 

HOW was this text constructed and 
delivered/accessed? 

3. Audience / Positionality 
Individuals and groups understand media messages 
similarly and/or differently depending on multiple 
contextual factors. 

HOW could this text be understood differently? 
HOW does my identity influence my understanding of 
the text?

4. Politics of Representation 
Media messages and the medium through which they 
travel always have a bias and support and/or challenge 
dominant hierarchies of power, privilege, and pleasure. 

WHAT values, points of view, and ideologies are 
represented or missing from this text or influenced by 
the medium? 

5. Production / Institutions 
All media texts have a purpose (often commercial or 
governmental) that is shaped by the creators and/or 
systems within which they operate. 

WHY was this text created and/or shared? 

6. Social & Environmental Justice
Media culture is a terrain of struggle that perpetuates or 
challenges positive and/or negative ideas about people, 
groups, and issues; it is never neutral. 

WHOM does this text advantage and/or disadvantage? 

Kellner, D., & Share, J. (2019). The critical media literacy guide: Engaging media and transforming education. The Netherlands: Brill/Sense Publishers.
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Study: Online Mixed Methods Survey

N=185, 53 Elementary, 132 Secondary

All Subjects, In-service & Pre-service

Key Findings:

❖ CML promotes Critical Thinking

❖ CML increases Student Engagement

Research

https://tinyurl.com/bdd75yh8

https://tinyurl.com/bdd75yh8


The ma jority of respondents reported that critical media 
literacy promotes critical thinking most of the time.

Critical Thinking

Preservice and 
in-service 

teachers respond 
to the question 

about how often 
they have noticed 
CML encourages 
critical thinking 

among their 
students.



Analysis through 
Production

Students Analyze & Create 
✮ Posters
✮ Podcasts
✮ Photographs
✮ Memes
✮ Word Clouds
✮ Mind Maps
✮ Advertisements
✮ Social media
✮ Cartoons
✮ PSAs
✮ Videos
✮ Digital stories
✮ Money
✮ Maps

CML Course Overview
Week 1 Introduction to 

Critical Media Literacy
Week 2 News & 

Information Literacy
Week 3 Visual Literacy & 

Photography
Week 4 Ideology & 

Representation
Week 5 Social Media & 

Digital Technologies
Week 6 Aural Literacy & 

Podcasting
Week 7 Advertising & 

Gender
Week 8 Race & 

Racism
Week 9 Multimedia & 

Digital Storytelling
Week 10 Ecomedia Literacy & 

Environmental Justice


