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Critical Media Literacy is
a new understanding of literacy that ...
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expands the notion of reading and writing ‘.o

iInclude images, sounds, advertising, social
media, popular culture, as well as print
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deepens the ability to critically analyze the
relationships between knowledge and power
in society.



Critical Media Literacy

The goal of critical media literacy is to engage with media through
critically examining representations, systems, structures, ideologies, and
power dynamics that shape and reproduce culture and society. It is an
inquiry-based process for analyzing and creating media by interrogating
the relationships between power and knowledge. Critical media literacy is
a dialogical process for social and environmental justice that incorporates
Paulo Freire's (1970) notion of praxis, "reflection and action upon the
world in order to transform it" (p. 36). This pedagogical project questions
representations of class, gender, race, sexuality and other forms of
identity and challenges media messages that reproduce oppression and
discrimination. It celebrates positive representations and beneficial
aspects of media while challenging problems and negative
consequences, recognizing media are never neutral. Critical media
literacy is a transformative pedagogy for developing and empowering
critical, caring, nurturing, and conscientious people.

2021 Critical Media Literacy Conference of the Americas Steering Committee



Critical Media Literacy

Knowledge / Awareness (what)

1 of systems, structures, and ideologies that reproduce
hierarchies of power and knowledge concerning race, gender,
class, sexuality and other forms of identity and environmental
justice, and general understandings about how media and
communication function.

Skills / Abilities (how)

1 to think critically, to critically question media representations
and biases, to deconstruct and reconstruct media texts, and
the ability to use a variety of media to access, analyze,
evaluate, and create.

Disposition / Attitude (why)

[ for curiosity, inquisitiveness, skepticism, critical engagement
with the world, empowerment to take action to challenge and
transform society to be more socially and environmentally just.



Critical Media Literacy Framework

Conceptual Understandings

Questions

1. Social Constructivism

All information is co-constructed by individuals and/or
groups of people who make choices within social
contexts.

WHO are all the possible people who made choices that
helped create this text?

2. Languages / Semiotics
Each medium has its own language with specific
grammar and semantics.

HOW was this text constructed and
delivered/accessed?

3. Audience / Positionality

Individuals and groups understand media messages
similarly and/or differently depending on multiple
contextual factors.

HOW could this text be understood differently?
HOW does my identity influence my understanding of
the text?

4. Politics of Representation

Media messages and the medium through which they
travel always have a bias and support and/or challenge
dominant hierarchies of power, privilege, and pleasure.

WHAT values, points of view, and ideologies are
represented or missing from this text or influenced by
the medium?

5. Production / Institutions

All media texts have a purpose (often commercial or
governmental) that is shaped by the creators and/or
systems within which they operate.

WHY was this text created and/or shared?

6. Social & Environmental Justice

Media culture is a terrain of struggle that perpetuates or
challenges positive and/or negative ideas about people,
groups, and issues; it is never neutral.

WHOM does this text advantage and/or disadvantage?

Kellner, D., & Share, J. (2019). The critical media literacy guide: Engaging media and transforming education. The Netherlands: Brill/Sense Publishers.




UCLA Library Hours Contact

UCLA Library » Research Guides » Critical Media Literacy » Critical M Y J 5 e . .
Critical Media Literacy I I I
Engaging Media and Transforming Education

<]

Critical Media Literacy Research
Guide 4 "0as CRITICﬁL MEDIALITERACY
\ CON

ENCE OF THE AMEIICAS

Research Topics In Critical Media
Literacy

Advertising and Consumerism

Climate Change and

https://guides.library.
e ucla.edu/educ466

Environmental Justice

Gender and Sexism

Journalism and News
The Movies Sﬂ{"iﬂmﬁuﬁ -y
@CMLCA4ALL f—‘o.
critically examining « 0
Photography and Visual s A —_——neyvn B
and power dynamics that shape and reproduce cultus
Literacy
It Is an inquiry-based process for analyzing and creating media by
Rete and Raclso Interrogating the relationships between power and knowledge.
Crtical media Iteracy is a dialogical process for Critical Media Literacy Conference of the Americas
Recursos en Espaiiol / environmental justice that incorporates Paulo Freire's otion 2021: Oct. 15-17
Resources In Spanish of praxis, "refiection and action upon the world in order to transform Recordings of all sessions a free
- - n* (p. 36). Tr agogical project qus ONs repre: tations of Click Here
Social Media and Digital class, gender, race, sexuslity and other forms of identity and
Technologles challenges media messages that reprod ession and
Giscrimination. It celebrates positive representations and beneficial Selected Journals and Magazines
Surveillance and Privacy aspects media whie challenging problems and negative

conseq)

ing media are never neutral. Critical media . Research in the Teaching of English (RTE)
and

I Citing Your Sources

lteracy Is @& trans

mative pedagogy for developir Annual Annotated Bibliographies ! S Gt o
empowering critical, caring, nurturing, end conscientious Council of Teachers of English). dia Literac,, Mot L,
v Since 2003, the RTE has published annotated i,
Crticaiv, ko
bibliographles of the most current research on Guigg " LHers

aspects of |

Research Guide Attribution e e R i e e e s ok
sl i o . Megla Literacy ang

Abazn Trape, Alcia Ofgain, Yol

Dr. Jeff Share teaches crtical media . The Journal of Media Literacy (IML).

literacy to undergraduate and teacher

Began as Better Broadcasts
Critical Media Literacy Framework Into Tefemedium, and then Into The Journal of
via C | Under gs & Q Media Literacy In the 1980s, when the organiz
changed from the Nat
2 International Council for Media

ws In 1953, evolved

education students. To learn more at

Dr. Share, dick here or

on

email (jshareBucta.edu) al Telemedia Councll and

now to
Uteracy

Journal of Medla Literacy Education.

Peer-rev

rdisciplinary journal supporting

media literacy education research, scholarship and itacy sy
7 2005 . Letsorso™S Blogs i
pedagogy; open access, 2009-present, 3x/yr = . Podcaos Wi, Cour
email (algambintg.ucta.edu) % chologie, - 9l 515 Repo, 7o
ofmciai journa Taks

Monica Hagan provides research

assistance in Education at UCLA, induding

the National Assoclation for S

ety
Medla Literacy Education.
Comunicar: Media Education Research “
Journal

CML P

<t Monica Hagan, UCLA

Education Ubrarian, vis email e ————

Quarterly International media education research

(monicshagan@iibrary.ucis.edu) Avaliable In English, Spanish, Portuguese, anc Mandarin foumnal, avaitable in Spanish and English, with

archives dating back to 1993
. Book Series: Routledge Research In Media oy .
Accessing UCLA Institutes, Museums, Research Groups & More! Literacy and Education (Series Editors: Pete T¥19 Cntlcal'Medla
Subscription Sources tt and Jullan McDougal) Literacy Guide

Association for Media Literacy, AM
From Off-Campus organiza
membears who develop a critical understanding of the nature of

Canaalan n

profit

Engaging Media and
Transforming Education
Douglas Kellner and Jeff Share
Foreword by Allan Luke

tion, since 1978, of professional

parents, and media

To access restricted p re

urces, e
eir techniques, and thelr Impact Collections: Courses, Lessons, Podcasts,

sat up UCLA'S Virtual Private Reports, Videos
Networking (VPN) authentication Center for Medla Literacy, CML. V/ebsite with resources and

option. Open to current UCLA archive of articles and lessans for teaching media iiteracy
students, faculty and staf. Courses Lessons Podcasts

Center for Media and Soclal Impact, CMS]. Research cent:
and lab that creates, studies and showcases media for social Impact; Reports Videos \
From On-Campus at UCLA at the School of Communication of American Universit
Global Cllllenshle Education (GCED) online L\‘

tcted o r

To access res urces Common Sense. US nonpro
while on campus, us either the research and articles about media

EDURoam wireless natwork . Critical Media Literacy: Free 3-week self-

t organization providing lesson plans,

campus (UNESCO - APCE]

Critical Media Project. CMP (University of Southern Callfornia) B e D
(preferrad) or the UCLA_WIFI paced course of theoratical and practical i, e g .
= media literacy web resources for educators and students wit AR neny o,
e e orc S ideo clips from popular media about age, das: abill M W L T, ST i
many vide om popular med ut dass, disabillty,
[EDURoam using your UCLA Logon ¥ B 3 . ! ' and ethical Issues/actions with media to BRILL | SENSE Nt 0 Ly,
qender, LGBTQ, race & ethnicity, and religion. RS o Ot s
ID with @ucla.edu appended promote global citizenship. s e
(Jbruin@ucia.edu) and International Councll for Media Literacy, ICML Bridges «  Teaching Media Information Literacy
password. Open to current UCLA scholarship with action through The Journal of Media Literacy; (MIL) in Class to Prevent Hate
nts, faculty and staff. formerty known as the National Telemedia Coundi. Speech: Free professional development course

for teachers Interested In using MIL with

Mass Media Literacy. Massachusatts webslte with resource:

students to deconstruct and challenge

rasrh criteal medis Mrarae




Research

Study: Online Mixed Methods Surve,
N=1895, 53 Elementary, 132 Secondary
All Subjects, In-service & Pre-service
Key Findings:
% CML promotes Critical Thinking

% CML increases Student Engagement

https://tinyurl.com/bdd75yh8
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Critical Thinking

The majority of respondents reported that critical media
literacy promotes critical thinking most of the time.
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CML Course Overview
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